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observe the laws of the realm, and to keep the promises he had
made respecting them, in order to receive and enjoy the faithful
service of his subjects for all his days. He began his reign
with that same caution and moderation which had marked his
first government in Scotland, and he reaped an immediate
reward. Events were, however, at hand which would impel
and empower him to cast aside these wise and vital restraints.
He ruled in the main with the later Ministers of Charles II,
and such changes as he made in no way broke the continuity
of the Government. His brothers-in-law, the two Hydes,
Clarendon and Rochester, became Lord Privy Seal and Lord
Treasurer respectively. Halifax, who had sought the Treasury,
and had been, but for King Charles's sudden death, on the
point of exposing Rochester's peculations, was constrained to
accept a so-called promotion to the Presidency of the Council.
Godolphin continued Chamberlain to the Queen, and
Sunderland and Middleton were the Secretaries of State.
Churchill ranked below these leading figures. It may be that
his master was not unconscious of a fissure between them.
Yet he stood in good favour with the new regime. In the list
of the nine Lords of the Bedchamber his name was second
only to Peterborough's.1 His colonelcy of the Dragoons was
confirmed; and he was immediately despatched on a mission
to Versailles, the ostensible object of which was to notify
Louis XIV of the accession, and its substantial purpose to
obtain an increased subsidy for the English Crown. Foi this
task his negotiations in 1679 an(J I^8i and his full knowledge
of the secret relations of the two Kings had wel] prepared him.
But Louis, taking time by the forelock, had forestalled the
request. Before Churchill could reach Paris Bariilon had
waited upon James with an unsolicited gift of 500,000 livres,
and it was thought only becoming to express gratitude for this
modest favour before asking for the two or three millions a
year which the English King and Court regarded as desirable.
1 Mfatoire of September [?], 1687 (Correspondaneepolitiqut, Angleterre> 1.164, f. 232).
This same Memoire says, " Mde De Chercheil est dame d'honn[eu]r de k P[rinces]se
de D[annemar]k qui Taime tendrem[en]t. Elle a de ('esprit, et Ton est persuade" que
c'est elle qui contribue a eloigner cette P[rinces]se de la Cour, de p>eur que le Roy
son Pere ne luy parle sur k religion."
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